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ur Author of the following pages preſents his moſt 

 reſpefful compliments to theſe Ladies and Gentlemen, 
and fach of the Public in general, as are inclined to become 
purchaſers of the Work ; ; and begs leave to obſerve to 
them, that an early attachment to the delightful writings 
of Thomſon, firſt induced him to enlarge that beaut1 iful 
paſſage in his Autumn, beginning with 


« "This lovely young Lavinia once had Lend? ' &c, 
as thinking the faveet ſimplicity of fo intereſting a tale, 


might afford matter ſu ficient for a bh. ans poetic ftory. 


Tre ld hours the Author was poſſeſſed of at the. 
time be firſt entertained thoſe ſentiments, were innocently 
employed in his favourite purſuit, without the leaft deſign ; 
of making thoſe labours public, he imagined too inaccurate 
for general inſpeftion—Conſcious of his inability to im- 


a2 prove 


ir ADDRESS TO THE READER. 
prove what has been already drawn in all the Able of 
proſe and verſe, ( the original tale being taken from a mi- 


lar paſſage in the Holy Bible), bi only wiſh has been to 


enlarge it; and he humbly ſubmits his attempt to the can- 
dour and indulgence of the Public. | 


To thoſe of his readers who would wiſh to cxamine it 


by the rigid rules of critical inſpettion, be would recom 


mend, in order to alleviate their ſeverity, a an ; obſervation | 
of one of our dramatic I; that it e be the 3 bed 


of fol to 
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* TE from an ubgrateful world retir'd 


A rural ſpot (in yon ſcqueſter'd vale ws 
Conceal'd a jewel, form'd to be admir'd, | 
The pride, the glory, of the poet's tale, 

| 1 


A rigid fortune young Lavinia drove 


To quit the manſion where ſhe firſt drew breath ; ; 


(Of all the comforts of paternal love. 
Bereſt, too early, by relentleſs death + 
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Her widow'd mother (once Acaſto's wife) 
Partook theſe ſad calamities of fate; 
By age enfeebled, here, her weary life 


She led unnotic'd, in this low retreat, 


5 r A 
An humble roof this hapleſs pair obſcur'd, 
Plac'd far below the buſy world's regard ; 
The frowns of fortune, patient, they endur'd, 


—— 


Pofleſs'd that virtue was its own reward. 


3 | 
In thoſe ſurrounding ſhades, (a deep receſs), 


They were by humble ſolitude conceal'd ;. 


No trace of what their birthright did poſſeſs, 
The ſplendor of their. former ſtate reveal'd. 


VI. 


Together, thus, they ſhunn'd the cruel ſcorn, 


Which virtue, when depreſs'd, too often finds. 


From thoſe, who, in a ſphere exalted born, 
Live yet unbleſs'd with he beſtowing minds. 
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. 
. Almoſt on nature's common bounty fed, 

Like the gay birds that ſung em to their reſt „ 
Yet ſtill with anxious care the parent bred 

The dear ſurviving comfort of her breaſt, . 


. | 

Each rip'ning virtue that cou'd grace the ſex, 
The ſweet Lavinia's boſom did adorn ; 
Stranger to thoughts that cou*d her mind perplex j—_ 
Unknown alike to envy and to ſcorn. 

Her looks were freſher than the morning-roſe, | 
In artleſs beauty ſhe was grown mature: 
Her eye, her mind's perfection did diſcloſe; | 
And ſpoke her harmleſs ſoul, ſerene and pure ! 


A matchleſs grace, the lovely nymph cou'd boaſt, 
Beyond the aid of dreſs, or worldly pelf ;/ | 
When unadorn'd, ſhe was adorn'd the moſt ;j— 
Thoughtleſs of beauty, ſhe. was beauty's ſelf, 
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Wich fervent zeal ſhe did her God adore: 
No fretful care did her repoſe moleſt ;: 
Save,—when reflection on their ſcanty ſtore, - 

| Exch riſing thought, each generous wiſh oppreſt. 


Then fad remembrance wou'd recal the thouglit, 
How © fortune ſmil'd deceitful at her birth :? 
And from her heaving breaſt, with anguiſh fraught, 


"RR 
0 


Thro' her bright eyes the ſtreaming tear burſt fort. 


Wich kind- Jolicitude the parent ſtrobe, 
By fond advice, her darling's wo to ſooth ; 5 
Urg'd her to place her happineſs above, 88 
Where heav'nly pow'r cou'd rigid fortune ſmooth. 


Vet ſcarce cou'd the herſelf the pang aan 
Or ceaſe to recollect Acaſto's name: 
A loſs like his, bad an ebb : 


Laſting as life; immortal as his fame |! 
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. XV. 
Well might the widow'd mourner wail her fate, 

And long regret the worth that once ſhe lov'd; 

The fond remembrance of her happier ſtate, 

Cou'd not be ever from het thoughts remov'd. 

. 

Thoſe happier times recall'd but foſter'd grief 

Creative fancy but affliction brought; To 

From which ſhe found it hard to gain relief, alt 

And chace the penſive, melancholy thought. 1 . 


XVII. 


Acaſto once poſleſs'd a large domain, 18 


And high in fottune's fickle favour ſtood: 
Nor were her gifts beſtow'd on him in vain, 


The private patriot, eminently good. 
XVIII. 
Diſtreſs ne'er left him with a ſtreaming eye, . 


Nor humble poverty contempt endur d, 

When to his gates chance led the wand'rer nigh, 
By anxious hope of ſweet relief allur C0. 
J . „ 
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No contumacious brow here bent in ſcorn; 
The ſuppliant pray'r of indigence'deny'd N 
Oft he'd regret a fellow- creature born, 
Shou'd be ſo near to miſery ally d. 

XX. 

Not barely to ſuppreſs misfortune's cry, 

Wou'd ſatisfy Acaſto's generous mind; 


His bounty ſerv'd'to ſtop the future ſigb, 
Not to its P reſent wants alone aſſign'd. 


_ 
Thrice gracious ſtate, did univerſal love 
Reign, as in him, throughout the human race! 


So bleſt a ſemblance to the world above, 


Wou'd give to mortals more than mortal grace, 


XXII. 
His honeſt heart avow'd the generous deed, 
When charity's compulſive ardour led: 
To ſoothe the ſorrows, fate averſe! decreed 
The fad attendants of the widow'd bed. © 
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To ſee the eye of ſickneſs quit deſpair, | 
And raiſe the languid viſage to delight, 
Were daily objects of Acaſto's care 
Were objects pleaſing to Acaſto's ſight — 
XXIV. - 
Read this, deſpoilers of the plunder'd Eaſt, 
And try if all your wealth ſuch joys can give; 
Can eaſe the murmurs of a troubled breaſt, f 


And bid the ſoul in full contentment live. 


XXV. - 
No orient gems can eaſe the aching heart; 
No ſhining ore, releaſe the guilty mind :- 
The breaſt that once bids virtue to depart, 
The ſtings of guilty conſcience ever bind. 
XXVII. 
Vncertain ſtate of happineſs below !ſ— 
In vain we ſearch for the ideal bliſs ;— - 
How difficult, alas ! the path to know. 
When good Acaſto's line the way cou d mils ! 
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XXVII. | 
To 1 beyond the lack of mortal RAD wi ae oP 


The great o '*er-ruling Providence MES i 4 57 bak 


Whatever comforts are denied to men, 
That glorious boon eternity ſupplies. . 4 
XXVII. 
*Tis ours, as humble ſuppliants, to aſk, 
And thankfully receive what Heav'n beſtoww; 
To Heav'n alone belongs the gracious taſæ, 
To ſcatter bleſſings on the world belo x. 
XXIX. 
Stern fate decreed Acaſto ſhould decay, woo ve ils 07 
While yet his ebbing ſands were nearly runn l 
Affliction ſtain'd the ev'ning of hie d, dls e 2:13 MHe 
And dimm'd the luſfre of his morning aun. v 10 22172 l MHe 
0: 
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Low laid in earth, his once rever'd remains 0 


Are now no more by rigour's hand oppreſt 4; : 17 

For ever fled thoſe agonizing pains Leal dini v 
His guides from hence, to an eternal reſt! 503 rat oY 
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XXXI. 
From his decay, Palemon's lortunes roſe; 
A youth endow'd with every mental grace, 
As far as laviſh nature cou'd diſpoſe, 
And in one being, for perfection, place. 
XXX 
High i in diſtinction o'er the neighb'ring Faint, 


In rural elegance Palemon dwelt; 


By all beloy'd, the pride of all the plains, 
For all around his wond'rous goodneſs felt. 


| XXXIII. 
Remov'd from courts and'ſcenes of loftier life, 
Here Hoſpitality had her abode; 
Here ſhe exerted -(undiſturb'd by ſtrife) 
Her boundleſs pow'r, the pow'r of doing good, 
” XXIV. 
Such us the posts did Arcadia feign, 
In man's primeval, uncorrupted ſtate; 
er yet tyrannic-cuſtom gan her reign, 
And native freedom was expell'd by fate. 
5 


XXXV. 


L 
Panoognem grew ou rue ereer_ r 


PA LEMON and 
XXXV. 
Such was Palemon' $ ſeat, and fach the youth 
By nature form'd to bleſs Lavinia's worth : 
Munificently great, his matchleſs truth, 1 
Reſtor'd thoſe proſpects that adorn'd her birth. 


1 XXXVI. 

To view the pride of his autumnal ſtore, 
The golden grace that bounteous nature yields 5 
He ſought the fragrance of the ev'ning hour, 
And rang'd with joy thro” 155 exteniive fields. 


XXX VII, 
*T was then by ſtrong neceſlity compell'd, 
The Poor Lavinia ſought the reapers train; 
To claim, what from the poor was ne'er with- held, 
The ſcanty pittance that might then remain. 


XXXVIIL 
With toilſome care, the ſtraggling glebe ſhe ſought, 
And with her lovely hands the ſheaves confin'd; 
Her gentle breaſt with filial love was fraught, 


A mother's ſorrows fill'd her duteous mind. ; 
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Conſcious ſhe was a parent's ſole ſupport, 
Whoſe age enfeebled did aſſiſtance a; 
That thought, oft chang*d her labours to 4 ſport; 1555 
And mitigated the ungentle taſk. _ | | 
4 . 
Bleſt in her native purity of thought, 
Juſtly her Maker's moſt peculiar care! 
The ſeaſon's heat no baneful influence brought, 


But Heav'n, approving, did its fav'rite-ſpare. 
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XLI. 
Her dreſs was plain, but yet in neat attire, 
Her lovely treſſes flow'd with matchleſs grace; 
All, ſhe appear'd, that might create deſire, 
And give ten thouſand beauties to her face. 
"36 
A form, ſo much unlike the rural throng, 
And ſo employ'd, ſoon drew Palemon's eye; 
He gaz'd, reſiſtleſs, as he paſs'd along, - 
And in compaſſion heav'd a tender ſigh, 
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XLIII. 


Ae 
Vet not alone compaſſien ſwell'd his breaſt: 
Some ſecret impulſe his attention ſwayꝰd; 8 
Some hidden cauſe alarm'd its wonted reſt, 
An urg' d him to approach the hapleſs mad. 


. 

To learn the cauſe that had fo much miſſe 
So fair an object from its proper: ſphere, 9 
(For ſtill he thought her net a ruſtie bred), 
In penſive motion he -approach'd the fair. 

8 1 

She ſaw him coming ; and a. Nd ſurpriſe, 
A thouſand terrors, did her ſoul alarm; 
With ſtrong emotions, did her boſom riſe; 
Till now undanger'd, now ſhe dreaded ham. 


| XLVT. | 
With courteous: action thus the noble youth | 

Endeavour'd to ſuppreſs each anxious fear 

« Fear not, ſweet ucellazcs ; in ſerious truth, 

The ſtory of thy woes I'd wiſh to hear. 
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VII. 
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Ep XLII. 


„ For ſome misfortunes, and of heavier weight, 
6 Than fall, in uſual courſe; a mortal's ſnare, 
e Muſt have reduc'd thee from a happier ſtate, 


* And more deſerving ane that's born ſo fair! 


Fixdi in 3 the "PD maid 


In all her innate modeſty appear d; 


Her artleſs fears, her charms the more difplay'd, 


And to Palemon's ſoul her form cndear'd. SE 


XLIX. 
A native bluſh her dimpled cheeks &eripecad, | 


And ſtain'd the lilies with a crimſon. dye; 
Whoſe deeper hue, ſprung from uncanſcious dread, 


Added new beauties to th*-averted eye. 


Silent ſhe ſtood—nor cou'd he yet prevail, 


To learn from her the ſtory of her woes; 


In vain he ſued to learn the mournful tale, 
Her name and fortunes ſhe wou'd not diſcloſe. 
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Was, „ with an aged. mother the was left; 
For her ſupport induc'd t- employ che ar, 15 
'+ Or of that only comfort be bereſt.. 
. : 
The evening, now had far advanc'd his way, 


The ſetting ſun ſcarce ting'd the weſtern ſky ; | | 
And fable night, to ſuperſede the dar, 
In hov'ring darkneſs now attended nigh. | 

. LUI.” 

| She begg'd Palemon wou'd her hand forego, 
And to her parent let her ſtraight return— 
„Let me, let me, he cry'd, that parent know, 


IAV. 


&« To caſe the wo-worn mind, the aching heart, 


Jo me a delegated fortune” IgE: 11-0 - 


„I ſtand the proxy of all-gracious heaven! 


«© And from this moment ſhall ſhe ceaſe to mourn. 


All he cou'd learn, when fear to ſpeech moe way, 5 


I - 
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« Then grant my wiſh ; yet tell me, ere we prey 22 F 
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The ardent zeal which flow'd with his requeſt, 
The matchleſs honour all his actions how d, 


Prevail'd ſo far within her gentle breaſt, 
To promiſe that his ſuit ſhou'd be allow'd. 


LI. 
She urg'd, that to relate the piteous tale 
Of what their hopeleſs f fortunes had befell, 
Wou'd now too far upon her time prevail, s 


But that to-morrow's dawn the chance ſhou'd tell. 
| | f 


Lvl | 
Throw down thoſe worthleſs ſheaves, the yourn | exclaim'd, 
Haſte to thy mother, thou her ſole delight ; | - | 
Here, take a richer gift; thoſe wou'd have mam d 
The produce of this moſt auſpicious night. 


LVIII. 
His preſent bounty offer'd, ſhe declin*d ; 
Nor aught, but what ſhe'd glean'd, wou'd home convey : 
They parted now ;—each with an anxious mind, 
To know the conflicts of the comin g day. 
Exp or THz FIRST PART. 
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IN racking cares Palemon paſs'd the night, 
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Nor was Lavinia's boſom leſs oppreſt . = L 
Each, joyleſs, waited the returning light, 


Nor balmy ſleep they knew, nor needful reſt.  - 
u. 
The phangs of dire ſuſpence did each incloſe, 
A thouſand doubts perplex' d their mad' ning brain; 


Drove far away the ſweets of calm repoſe, 1 & 
Content, and peace, with their celeſtial train. 


II. 


II. 


In vain the lark's ſweet carrol greets his ear, 


| 1 C 
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Their ev'ning converſe, prevalent in mind, 
Did endleſs fears in either breaſt create; 3 
Now to deluſive hope they both Ad d 
Now fear'd the utmoſt malice of their fate. 
V IV. 
Fho' both, to guilt unknow'n, yet both, diſtreſs'd, 
Felt tortures inęxpreſſible within; ; 2 


Their hearts, with more than common pangs oppreſs'd, 
Endur'd the ſharpeſt puniſhment of fin, _ 


V. 

Soon as Aurora did her beams diſcloſe, - : 
T' adorn the eaſtern hemiſphere: with light, T5 
From his uneaſy bed Palemon'roſe; © 
The morn, to him, as joyleſs as the night! 


VI. 


The vegetable world no charms cou'd yield ; 
The breathing zephyrs of the morning air, 
To him, regardleſs ſported oer the field, 
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Dreſs by th' Almighty in their beſt array; 


Her lovely image preſent to his view! 
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In vain creation's various charms appear'd, 


To man's admiring eye the dawn endear 20 
The ſplendid beauties of the riſing day. 


VII. 
In vain the feather'd warbler ſwells his rost 


(The ſweet companion of the tuneful grove); 
In vain he raiſes the melodious note, 


k 3 
of 


And emulates that harmony above! 

All theſe delights had loſt the wonted po-ẽ ¾ ' 

That in Palemon's mind they once poſſeſs'd ; 

No joys they added to the preſent hour, 

By paſſion's influenee now too much oppreſs d. 6 
x. 


a only now his thoughts u ee e nad 


x 
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Her dear idea, as it ſtronger grew, e eee SO 


Gave all creative fancy cou'd enjoy; 


L AVIN I A. 29 
„ 
Immers'd in thought, he penſive trod the green, 
And took the path conducting to the dale, 
Where firſt his eyes the charming maid had ſeen, 


With full intent his. paſſion to reveal. 


XII. 
For love, whoſe potent pow'r (above controul) 


No human breaſt cou'd ever yet withſtand; 


With ſway deſpotic in Palemon's ſoul, 
Reſiſtleſs there, exerted ſole command. 
XIII. 
But now the cenſures of the world prevail'd, , 
| / 
And ſpecious reaſons did their gall impart ; 
With innate fury they his breaſt aſſail'd, 
To ſhake the ſettled purpoſe from his heart. 
_ 
His own exalted ſtate he now compar'd 


With that in which the humble fair one mov'd ; 


And inward felt reproaches, which he fear'd 
The world wou'd caſt upon his gen'rous love. 
C 32: 1 XV. 
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XV. 
*Tis not for virtue 8 fake the partial throng 5 
Arraigns th' unbiaſs'd principle of mind; : 
Nor is't to them material, right or wrong— 


To venal views alone their aims confin'd ! 


XVI. 


O avarice ! bane of peace! at whoſe curs'd ſhrine 


The world, misjudging, ever lowly bends; 
Thy vot'ries wou'd, to gain their wiſh'd n 


Pay adoration even to the fiends. 


XVII 


Vet ſuch the charms of wealth, and ſuch the lure, 


Th' enticing baits, the ſnining mammon throws; 

If once the heart is touch'd, no charm can cure 

| The ſad effects of its malignant pow'rs. 

mm: 7 

Look round the world, ſurvey the patriot band, 
Who loudeſt boaſt them virtue*s deareſt friends; 3 

| You'll ſee thoſe men, the guardians of the land, 


Turn grand apoſtates for their private ends. 
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So canker'd, ſo corrupt, the times, we find 
That int'reſt bears an univerſal rule 


' 


Nor honour's ſacred promiſes can bind 


The venal ſtateſman, or the titl'd fool. 5 


XX. 

Who ſenatorial eloquence can truſt, 
Or reſt their hopes upon a ſapient head, 
When men we moſt admire prove moſt unjuſt, 
And all the ſteps of proſtitution tread ? 

Curs'd be ſuch men, and curs'd their latent views, 
By whoſe deſigns their wretched country bleeds ; 
Thouſands impoy'riſh'd, every comfort loſe, - 
While they ſecurely vaunt their guilty deeds! 

| BB: Cr 

Enough of theſe : their deeds be on their heads— 41 

Too far they've treſpaſs'd on the muſe's plan, i 


| Whoſe chicfeſt pleaſure, where ſhe lightly treads, 


Is to do homage to the virtuous man. 


XXIII. 
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Ves; there are ſome, a gen 'rous, noble few, | 
Beyond the reach of foul corruption” s arts; 3 
Who ne'er the paths of proſtitution knew, eee a Tt 
Whoſe heads reflect like honour on their hearts. H: 
__; 
"Return, x my muſe, and ſearch th' infidious caoſe, 
That raiſe thoſe ſcruples in Palemon's mind; 1 Oo 
Fruſttates his beſt intents, and foully draws 1 EF. 
A veil o'er virtues which we rarely find. n a LEN Tl 
There are a fort of men, (the ſlaves of pride), 
| Whoſe precepts, to equality confin'd, =” =» ſ « 
Direct their choice, to rank and wealth allied. 
Nor heed the beſt perfections of the mind. 4 ang . 
| EXT. . 
Of ſome like theſe Palemon ſtood in awez—© 4 
| And fear'd the force of that derifive ſcorn, . 1 1 bt. 
ll He knew full well he on himſelf ſhou'd draw, 18 
| Was he to ſtoop to one ſo lowly born. 6 
1 XXVII. 


II. 


XXVII. 


A while his beſt reſolves were loſt in ade 


And his torn heart conflicting paſſions ſhook 3 

The pangs be felt within, expreſs'd without, 

Had mark'd his features with diſorder'd look. 
XXVIII. 


At length the ſecret impulſe in his breaſt 
O'er cuſtom” s baneful influence prevail d; 
And now, with gentler pity's pow'r impreſt, 


Thus to himſelf the fair one's fate he wail'd. 


XXIX. 
ce Alas! that ever that angelic face 


« Shou'd be the lot of ſome unmeaning PO 5 
*« Beauties like her's a monarch's.choice wou d grace, 


e And give ſuperior luſtre to a/crown,. - 


« No rude embrace ſhow 'd 1 ſuch aform profane, 
1 love's polite refinements, only due; 705715 


“ Such as exalted minds alone contain—- 


* Refinements. that the vulgar never knew. 
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III. | 
« Bleſt in each happy requiſite of life 
That can Adern the moſt exalted ſtate, 


« How will her charms endear the name of WoW” 
e And ſhine a fair example to > the 1 7 8 


— ——  __—— — 


| Thus thought Palemon of Lavinia's worth, HE f 
l And felt the force of love's reſiſtleſs fires z 
Heedleſs of that diſparity of birth ai er, IA . 
The world might urge a bar to bi deſires. Zi 1 
xxXI. 
Nor o'er Lavinia leſs that pow'r ae 


Whoſe filken rule the willing world obeys; 
A pow'r to which the heart, when once afſail'd, - 
In yielding ſoftneſs, willing homage pays. 

5 XXXIV. 

Her beauteous boſom with emotions roſ e.. 
And ſuch emotions as were newly grown; Joy; tel of * 
She fear'd her artleſs ſtory to diſcloſe 5/1 1. 2 
And wiſh'd Palemon had been ſtill unknown. 


His 


— 


XV. 


XXXV. Pu. 
Love reign'd a very tyrant in her breaſt, 
\nd prob'd the deep receſſes of her ſoul ; 
Millions of fears, her tenderneſs oppreſt, 
And held her wind! in abſolute controul. 


5 XXVI. 
To quit the promiſe ſhe Palemon made, 
Her eager ſteps were bent to reach the dale ; 
Fearful ſhe had th' appointed time o'erſtaid, 
Which ſhe had choſen to diſcloſe the tale. / 


| XXXVIL 
As by appointment fix'd, 'twas now they met— 
Each, to each other, was a welcome gueſt : 
% Now, deareſt maid, the tender tale relate, | 
Nor let me longer urge my fond requeſt, 


XXXVII. 

Thus 0 the youth; and, with an ardent look, 
His wiſhing eyes upon her beauties bent; 
When, as with modeſt awe her band he took, | | 
Expreſſive ſilence ſpoke his full | intent, „ al 

i nu 1 
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P ATE MON any: 
| r 
The ſtarting tear her ſtrong ſurpriſe betray'd, 


The falt'ring tongue her inward fears confeſs'd ; 


« Fear not, ſweet excellence,” he ſmiling ſaid, 

« No threatning dangers ſhall aſſail thy breaſt, 
5 „„ 

Then eloquently begg'd her to diſcloſe, 

His latent wiſh, the theme of his defire ; . 

To learn from what a lineage ſhe aroſe, 

And who the man ſhe boaſted once her fire, 

| 11. 

The legend of her ſorrows ſhe began, 
Nor longer was by needleſs fears appall'd; 


« Firſt, know then, gracious fir, that good old man, | 
« My honour'd parent, was Acaſto call'd. „„ : 
„ 
« Suſpend the tale,” the youth exulting cried; 
ce My God! art thou Acaſto's dear remains 3 £ 
« To him! my venerable friend, allied, Ns  «< 


« Of whom remembrance ſtill reſpect retains. 


XLIY - 


L A INA op 
1 
= Oft, but in vain, my fartheſt reach hath ſtrore 
te To find che patron of my earlier day: + 
« The father loſt, the daughter claims my ez 3 
« Take all that ampleſt gratitude can pay. 
5 XIV. N 
e Pye heard, indeed, his widow ſtill ſurviv'd; 
« But of her lone retreat, no trace appear'd.: 
tt O bleſs'd event !—to be from him deriv'd! 
« Thrice bleſs'd receſs ! that ſuch a daughter rear d! 


XL. 
« Lord of theſe fields, thoſe flocks, this wide domain, 
5 The boundleſs pow'r fortune has giv'n to me, 
& With all the wealth my ample ſtores contain, 
« Beauteous Lavinia, I reſign to thee. | 
XLVI. 
* No charms for me, this large extent of land 
“ For richer joys, 1 bend the willing knee; 
“ Give me this bleſs'd exchan ge, this lovely hand, 
« And make me happier, being lord of thee. 
LI I. 1 
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28. 1 PAL REY : 


XLII. 
She bluſh'd conſent Het, with a modeſt grace, 
Pleaded a mother's right to rule her voice: 


Palemon crav'd her guidance to the place ; 


Where her lov'd parent might confirm her choice. ? 


| XLVII. 
Straight to the cot the noble youth ſhe led, | 
Charm'd with the virtues of his lovely guide 3 5 
Her matchleſs graces had his paſſion fed, 


Enhanc'd her worth, and quite ſubdu'd his pride. 


XLIX. 
The aged parent, when the tale ſhe'd heard, | 
With tears of joy, confirm'd their mutal bliſs; 


Her kind conſent, their loves ſtill more endear'd, 


And added raptures to the nuptial kiſs. _ 


. 3 
Connubial love! all hail, delightful tie“! 


When worth and virtue form the ſacred league IJ 


Dreadful reverſe ; when falſhood's arts deſtroy 


The wiſh'd effect, and peace converts to plague. 


ac — 
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„„ oy 29 
| Not fach Palemon and Lavinia 8 fate, 

> Þ In Hymen's pleaſing bonds together bound; 

They liv'd an honour to the married ſtate, 
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